Pseudoneoplastic lesions: general considerations.
Pseudoneoplastic lesions ("pseudotumors") can be seen in virtually all anatomic locations. Some organ sites, such as the lungs and skin, are overrepresented for unknown reasons, and the histologic images seen in pseudoneoplastic lesions are partially overlapping in disparate locations. More than occasionally, the degree of histologic likeness to true neoplasms-often malignant ones-is striking. This overview outlines the spectrum of pseudoneoplastic lesions and divides them into etiologic categories, including reparative, developmental, functional (usually endocrine), iatrogenic, infectious, and idiopathic. Side-by-side pictorial comparisons of selected pseudoneoplastic lesions and their neoplastic mimics are included.